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Wickham, Cribbes, and Kirkwood. The minutes of the last meet-
ing were read and approved.

Report of Council and Financial Statement.-The Council for
1889-90 presented its report, and the Treasurer, Dr. SPBNCE, read
the annual statement of the finances of the Branch, which showed
a balance of £3 5s. to the credit of the Branch.

Officers and Council.-The following were elected office-bearers
for tne ensuing year:-President: Dr. Haldane. Vice President:
Dr. Lewis. Honorary Treasurer: Dr. Spence. Honorary Secre-
taries: Drs. Lewis and Peake. Members of Council: Drs. Strachan,
Currie, Wickham, and Macpherson. Dr. Strachan was chosen to
represent the Branch on the Council of the Association and on the
Parliamentary Bills Committee.

Case.-Dr. PEAKE showed a case of extensive Burn of the
Abdomen, Thigh, Arm, etc., healed over after 18 months by
repeated skin grafting.
Health Conditions in School Life.-Dr. STRACHAN read a paper

in which he insisted that sound and vigorous health was of the
first importance in education, as upon it depended development,
which determined the future brain power of the pupil. Learning
supplied the tools but the brain was the workman, and according
to organic strength was intellectual power and vigour. All time
during the day which could be spared from necessary class work
should be utilised for exercise in the open air. He suggested the
introduction of piants in the classroom as a means, in addition to
ventilation, of purifying the air. There was a general agreement
among educational authorities that with insufficient nourishment
ordinary school work was apt to be excessive and injurious, and
he pointed out that this might be from want of appetite as well
as want of food. With regard to exercise, he argued in favour of
spontaneity, as also of a sufficient daily allowance at all seasons.
He suggested that the usual Midsummer and Christmas holidays
might be considerably curtailed and the time thus saved be dis-
tributed as additional playtime throughout the year. The fallacy
of regarding physical exercise as a corrective of the evil effects of
excessive brainwork was also alluded to. In regard to school
work, he pointed out the weakening effect upon psychical action
of emotional excitement, as fear, anxiety, etc., and urged the im-
portance of avoiding such in school children. He concluded by
referring to the danger of slight ailments being converted into
serious illness by indiscreet usage at school, and to the evils
resulting from strain upon the system during the period of func-
tional development, especially in girls.-A discussion followed in
which Drs. PEAKE, CURaRE, and LESLIE took part, aud Dr.
Strachan received a unanimous vote of thanks for his paper.
Exhibition of Instruments.- Messrs. J. Gardner and Sons,

Edinburgh, then exhibited a collection of Gyneecological, Electrical,
and Surgical Instruments.
Annual Dinner.- The annual dinner was held after the

meeting.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCEI
PAR I S.

Emphysema and Tuberculosis. Renal Epithelioma. - Sulphur
Vapour in Whooping-cough.-Laparotomy.-Oxygen Inhalations
in Diphtheria.-Asphyxia from Pressing Down the Tongue.-
General News.

DR. POTAIN, in a recent clinical lecture on emphysema and tuber-
calosis, demonstrated that the two conditions are sometimes co-
existent. Dr. Peter believes that emphysema is favourable to the
development of phthisis, inasmuch as nutrition then becomes
imperfect. In 1875 Dr. Gallard showed that tuberculosis may
lead to emphysema; since then Hdrard and Grancher have con-
firmed this. Emphysema may succeed tuberculosis or precede it.
In the former case it is more limited, in the latter it is often ac-
companied by chronic pneumonia.
At the Paris Surgical Society M. Terrillon gave an account of a

case of epithelioma of the kidney. He had removed the tumour
two years previously, and the patient remained well. M. Quenu
has performed the same operation with equally good results.
In the Bulletin de Th6rapeutique Dr. Weisgerer records three

cases of whooping-cough treated by sulphur vapour. He uses
Deschieu's bougie, No. 1, which burns ten grammes of sulphur in
an hour. This treatment has been adopted at the H8pital de la

CharitY, but the cases have not been published. Dr. Weisgerer
placed the children in a room measuring about eighteen cubic
mbtres, and ten grammes of sulphur were burned. The vapour
caused a slight sensation of pricking in the eyes and throat, which,
however, the children bore very well. The treatment is repeated
night and morning. The fits of coughing are greatly relieved
after a day or two of treatment, then disappear, often giving place
to a cough, which occurs once or twice in the course of twenty-
four hours.
M. Th6rard relates the following case: During the confinement

of a woman with rickety pelvis the foetal head could not be felt,
nor the foetal bruit heard. M. Tb6rard beOieved the uterus to be
ruptured. He tried to effect podalic version, but it was impossible
to extricate the head. He then performed embryotomy; but even
then the head could not be extracted. Laparotomy was then
done, and M. Th6rard observed that round the cervix there was a
fibrou3 ring, which proceeded from the vaginal insertion. As
antiseptic precautions had not been observed the peritoneum
was washed out. The sutures used for the peritoneum were
steeped in brandy; the edges of the wound were kept together by
strips of plaster. Chloroform was not used, but the patient did
not suffer much and soon recovered.
M. Bouchut, in 1868, demonstrated that in diphtheria there is

acute leucocythemia. This theory was attacked by MM. Cuffer
and Sann6, but confirmed by Binault in his thesis on "Les Altera-
tions du Sang dans la Dipht6rie." In a recent thesis M. Gonthier
has again treated this question, taking as a basis the researches
of Brown-S6quard and d'Arsonval, who have shown that from the
watery vapour that issues from the lungs of healthy human beings
and all mammals a poisonous fluid is obtained. In diphtheria the
breathing passages are obstructed, and this pulmonary excretion
possibly condensed and elimination prevented, and in consequence
of this there is insufficient ventilation of the lungs. M. Gonthier
cites several cases of diphtheria which were successfully treated
with oxygen inhalations.
M. Vergel has recently reported a case in which syncope and

convulsions were caused by depressing the tongue. The child,
18 months old, was suffering from croup. In order to examine
the throat, the tongue was pressed down with a spoon, when syn-
cope ensued. This was followed by a convulsion, and the child
remained during ten hours in a torpid state, from which it slowly
recovered. Bouchut has reported two cases of death from press-
ing down the tongue; thus to avoid such accidents this should be
done during expiration, otherwise even in adults spasm of the
glottis may occur.
A bronze medal has been awarded by the French Government

to Dr. Rondet, for his sanitary labours during the typhoid fever
epidemic at Neuville-sur-Seine.
A philanthropic society called the "L'(Euvre de Ten Bron," or-

ganised at the Grand Hotel an evening entertainment, consisting
of a lecture and a concert, for the benefit of their funds, which
are to be devoted to the treatment of tuberculous patients by air
impregnated with salt. M. Verneuil presided.
The Baroness Mohrenheim gave a matinee musicale at the

Russian Embassy for the benefit of the Paris Ambulance. M. Jules
Simon described the development of this organisation. Several
well-known amateurs and distinguished professional artistes con-
tributed to the success of the matinee.

VIENNA.
Orexin.-Extirpation of the Vesiculke Seminales.-Tests for Albu-
men in the Urine.-Parenchymatous Injections of Iodoform in
Goitre.-Mental Disorder following Operations on the Eye.-
Professor Dittel's Jubilee.

DR F. PENZOLDT, in the Therapeutische Monatshefte, describes the
muriate of phenyl-hydrochinazolin or orexin (0p6tLs, appetite) as
a remedy which improves all the functions of the stomach, and
especially increases the appetite. The drug, which is easily soluble
in water, has a bitter, burning taste. It is a crystallised salt, and
has only a very slight toxic effect in warm-blooded animals. The
poisonous dose in man seems to begin at 25 grammes. In healthy
persons slight disturbances, such as nausea, giddiness, or heat,
only occurred after the use of 1 gramme pro dosi. After half a
gramme there was a striking and rapid increase of appetite. In a
healthy man one-fourth of a gramme accelerated the digestion of
white bread by half an hour, that of meat by ?8 minutes; half a
gramme accelerated the digestion of meat by one hour. Experi-
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ments on thirty-six patients showed that in many cases the drug had also been noticed by Sichel, Schnabel, Schmid-Rimpler, and
restored lost appetite. This effect rarely occurred after the first others. Dr. Frankl bas dealt with 32 cases, which he divides
dose; usually it came on after several doses given in the course of into four classes. The first comprised 15 patients between the
a few days. Orexin has a prompt effect in ansemic and cachectic 30th and 90th year of age. The psychical disorder had the
individuals. in patients on whom operations have been performed, character of "hallucinatory confusion" in the sense of Mel-
in those suffering from phthisio, etc. The drug isof specialvalue nert; aural and visual hallucinations of a terrifying nature
in commencing pulmonary tuberculosis, and Dr. Penzoldt in many formed the chief features of the delirium. The second
such cases observed a considerable increase of the weight of the class comprised seven patients of alcoholic antecedents.
body. No disagreeable after-effects had been observed, except The third class comprised seven aged individuals in whom
occasional burning along the cesophagus and rare and transitory simple confusion and dementia, without hallucinations, followed
vomiting. The dosage was from 03 to 05 gramme once or twice operations on the eye. Finally, there were three patients in
a day, and 0 5 gramme at once; the maximal daily dose is 1.5 whom operation was followed by other somatic conditions, which
grammes. Dr. Penzoldt recommends that orexin should be given led to a fatal issue. During these affections inanition delirium
in gelatinised pills with large quantities of fluid, owing to the was observed. The operations were chiefly for cataract. Mental
irritating properties of the substance. The following is the disturbance was, however, also noted after iridectomy, operations
formula: 1$ Orexin hydrochlor. 20 grammes; extr. gentian. pulv. for squint, and enucleation of the eyeball. The prognosis of the
radic. althene q.s. ut fiant pilulee xx; obduce gelatina. From psychosis was not always favourable; it might last for months
three to five pills are ordered in the forenoon; later on this and years, and frequently ended in dementia. These cases might,
quantity is given twice a day, with a large cup of broth. The perhaps, be reckoned among those in which mental derangements
basis of orexin itself has a toxic effect like methylphenyl-china- followed surgical operations in general. They were, however, pro-
zolin, and anisyldi-hydrochinazolin, and has little or no effect on portionately so frequent after operations on the eye that other
the appetite. causes had to be sought for. The following points had to be taktn

Dr. E. Ullmann, of Vienna, reports in the Centralblatt fiir into account:-1. The numerous nerve tracts connecting the eye
Cirurgie the first case of extirpation of the seminal vesicles. In with the brain; lesions of the eye also occasionally produced psy-
a boy, aged 17 years, castration was performed on the right side chical affections. 2. The irritation of sensory organs might alho
owing to tuberculosis of the epididymis, and a considerable swell- be reckoned among the causes of madness. 3. The predisposi-
ing and solidity of the right vesicula seminalis was noticed at tion created by the depression caused by blindness. Dr. Von
that time. Two months later extirpation of the vesiculse semi- Frankl cited cases in which mental disturbances occurred during
Dales was performed. The operation was performed in Professor the time blindness was coming on and recovery following opera-
Albert's clinic. Starting from the perineum, the anterior wall of tion. 4. The advanced age at wbich operations for cataracu wele
the rectum was detached; both the vesiculme seminales and the frequently performed. This was, however, only true of a certain
right vas deferens were removed. Perfect recovery followed. numberof cases, as psychical diseases after eye operationswere alo
Dr. Ullmann recommends this operation in primary tuberculosis noted in young persons. 5. The influence of the darkness cure was
of the epididymis when the epididymis of the other side is also very important, as darkness had a depressing influence, and
healthy, and the vesicule seminales tuberculous; also in primary there were individuals who became affected with hallucinations
tuberculosis of the vesicule seminales. on mere clcsure of the eyes. Dr. Schmid-Rimpler had seen two

Dr. Zouchlos, writing in the Wiener Al/qgemeine med. Z itung, cases of mental disturbance from shutting out the light without,
recommends the following as convenient bedside tests for albumen any operation. Psychical affections followed operations which
in the urine: 1. Some drops of a mixture of 1 part of acetic acid did not require the darkness cure, but it was certain that the
and 6 parts of a 1 per cent. solution of sublimate, when added to longer the darkness cure lasted the greater was the disposition to-
urine containing albumen, produces a slight cloudiness. Pleptone, wards mental disturbances.
when mixed with acetic acid and sublimate in the above-men- Professor Dittel celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of his gradu-
tioned proportions, causes no cloudiness, and this is true also of ation as doctor of medicine on June 9th. The Vienna Medical
uric acid, solution of urea, phosphates and sugar. When the Faculty conferred on him a new doctor's degree, which was pre-
urine is much concentrated it does not become cloudy on the ad- sented to him by a deputation composed of the rector magnificus
dition of sublimate and acetic acid. 2. Another method w1 ich is of the Vienna University, Professor Po61zl; the dean of the Vienna
still more exact-even morA than that with the ferroeyanide of Medical Faculty, Professor Pogl; and Professor Albert. Several
p?tassium and acetic acid-is the method with rhodanide of potas- other deputations were also received. Almost all the professur-
siam and acetic acid in the cold. It is best to mix 100 cubic centi- and teachers of the Medical Faculty were present. The city ( f
metres of a 10 per cent. solution with 20 cubic centimetres of Vienna conferred upon Professor von Dittel the freedom of the
acetic acid, and to add some drops of this mixture to the urine to city.
be tested. When albumen is present in small quantities a dis-
tinct cloudiness occurs immediately on the addition of the above- SWITZERLAND.
mentioned mixture; when the amount of albumen is large a Emarc's Bandage as an Aid to Cocaine Ancsthesia in Minor
thick white precipitate is thrown down. An excess of the fluid att in B edal IcSnodoes no harm. Normal urine, when thus tested, invariably gives Surgery.-Precocious Maturity in a Boy.-Medical Srvice n
a negative result. The most convenient method is that with Switzerland.
rhodan potassium and succinic acid, which can be carried about SoME time ago Mr. Mayo Robson' and Dr. Corning2 showed that
in the solid form in boxes Equal parts of succinic acid and the local aneesthetic effects of cocaine, when applied by subouts-
rhodanide of potassium are mixed together, and a small quantity is neous injection, can be considerably intensified and prolonged,
added to the urine. If even a small amount of albumen is preseLt and the danger of poisoning prevented, by means of an Esmarch
cloudiness is produced. bandage applied above the site of the injection. Dr. E. Kummer,

Professor Mlosetig v. Moorhof, of Vienna, recommends injections of Geneva, recently tried this method in over fifty cases of various
of iodoform (iodoform 1, ether 5, olive oil 9 or iodoform 1, ether minor surgical operations, including incision of whitlow, evulsion
and oil of olives iti 7 parts) in parenchymatous goitre. When of ingrowing nails, excision of hypertropbied scars, or of sub-
from 1 to 2 grammes of this mixture are injected from five to ten ungual exostoses, ganglia of the wrist or fingers, stretching tbe
times at intervals of three or four days, a decrease in the size of median nerve, resection of phalanges or digits, etc. The results
the neck of from 2 to 4 centimetres invariably occurred in 79 obtained were highly satisfactory, all the operations being totally
cases so treated. In substernal gcitres it is sufficient to make the painless, and no toxic phenomena occurring. As a rule Dr.
injections into the suprasternal part. The advantages of this Kummer employs a 1 per cent. solution of hydrochlorate of
method, as compared with parenchymatous injections of iodine, are cocaine, injecting several drops, with a Pravsz syringe, inmo
that inflammatory complications never occur. Suppuration has several points around and over the site of operation, and carefully
never been observed in Professor Mosetig's cases. preventing the reflux of the fluid by compression. The total

Dr. Lothar v. Frankl Hochwart, of Vienna, gives in the Ja/r- maximum dose of the alkaloid in adults was never more than 0.05
biicker fiir Peychiatrie details as to psychical disorders occurring gramme, the limit in children being 0.01-2. In operations on a
after operations on the eye. The communication is based on cases finger or toe a thin elastic bandage was tied around its base; this
in Professor Meynert's clinic in the Vienna General Hospital. It was fully sufficient to secure a perfpct sraestbesia of all loc.l
has been known since the time of Dupuytren and Esquirol that 1 JoUR,NAL. No. 1349, p. 859.
psychical disturbance may follow operatious oni the eye; the fact "'ew Jork Medical Journal,al. xii, No. 12, pv 17,

I
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tissues, including bones. In operations higher up the limb two
elastic bandages-a proximal and a distal one-were necessary
and even then only soft tissues were ansesthetised, the bone re-
maining sensitive. Anaesthesia was complete in about eight
minutes, when the operation may be commenced. When the
operation was finished and before the dressing was applied, the
wound was allowed to bleed moderately for some while, in order
to allow as complete a washing-out as possible of the cocaine in-
jected. When the application of Esmarch's bandage is imprac-
ticable cocaine produced anesthesia of the skin alone, for which
purpose an injection of 0.01 gramme was sufficient.

In the Revue M6dicale de la Suisse Romande for May, Dr. V.
Gauthier, of Geneva, describes an instance of precocity in a boy,
aged 6 years and 7 months, of a healthy family. The boy's geni-
tal organs were as large as those of an adult man, the penis in a
flaccid state being 9 centimetres long, the glans very bulky and
fully exposed, the pubes and scrotum covered with abundant
black curly hair-growth. Thepomum Adami was similarly very
prominent as in an adult, the boy's voice "being a basso of a
vigorous man, with hoarseness resembling that observed in habi-
tual drunkards." The child was 125 centimetres in height, the
maximum circumference of the skull being 52 centim6tres, of the
neck (through the thyroid cartilage), 28.5, of the pelvis (through
the buttocks) 30, the length of the lower limb 55. According to
his mother's statements, there had been nothing abnormal about
the child at birth, but when 6 weeks old he surprised everbody
with his deep voice. When the child had reached its sixth month
the woman was first struck by the extraordinary development of
his penis, scrotum, and testicles, the organs gradually attaining
their present size and appearance about the end of the fourth year.
According to the official census (referring to January, 1890) the

total number of medical practitioners in Switzerland is 1,530 (in-
cluding 10 ladies), of whom 217 live in Kanton Zurich, 204 in
Berne, 140 in Vaud, 125 in St. Gall, 108 in Geneva, etc. The num-
ber of dental surgeons is 238 (1 lady). There are 3,095 midwives,
459 apothecaries, and 540 veterinaries.

LIVERPOOL.
Treatment of Spinal Cases.

DR. JOHN RIDLON, clinical teacher at the Vanderbilt clinique in
connection with the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York, lately gave a lecture and demonstration on the subject of
Potts's spinal caries, at the Royal Southern Hospital, Liverpool.
The apparatus he employs for fixing the spine is a modification of
Taylor's, differing from it in this, that the pressure is made over
the transverse processes of the vertebroe, and not, as in Taylor's
apparatus, over the ribs. The basis of support is formed by a
steel band passing behind the sacrum and between the iliac crests
and the great trochanter, resting on the latter. From this two
upright steel bands pass, one on each side of the line of vertebral
spines, and terminate in a strap that passes round the shoulder
and axilla. Above and below the point of deformity there is a
transverse bar attached, having at either end a strap which passes
forwards and is secured to an apron which covers the front of the
patient. On each side of the deformity pressure is made along the
line of transverse processes by cork pads attached to the upright
bars. The advantages claimed for this apparatus are that the de-
formity is controlled to the greatest possible extent by the pres-
sure being made on the transverse processes, and that there is no
possibility of the angle slipping to one side. When the disease is
in the upper dorsal region a support for the chin is added, and a
frontal band is employed when it is in the cervical region. With
regard to diagnosis, Dr. Ridlon regards rigidity of the spine as the
most constant and unmistakeable symptom of Pott's disease, being
present from its earliest onset, and only disappearing when the
cure is complete. Local pain and tenderness at the point of disease
he regards as never occurring in uncomplicated caries of the bodies
of the vertebrae, and if found in any case suggests that the con-
dition is not Pott's disease at all. The lecture was listened to with
much interest by several practitioners in the neighbonrhood, and
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Dr. Ridlon.

BIRMINGHAM.
Improvements and Alterations in Queen's College.-The Birming-
ham and Midland Counties Branch of the British Medical
Association.-British Nurses' Association.

To meet the growing demands of the students, whose numbers

have so increased of late years, the Council Lave expended a good
deal of money in extending and improving the accommodation in
the college. The most important change is the provision of a
museum for anatomical purposes only; it is well equipped, and
contains sets of frozen sections, brain preparations, and embryo-
logical models, such as are to be found in few English medical
schools. A larger pathological laboratory has been provided and
a new medical lecture theatre. In addition to these structural
alterations, the Council have instituted an important change in
the management of the Medical Faculty, by reviving the long-
dormant position of Dean, and entrusting to that official the con-
duct of the departmental business of the faculty. Up to the
present time this business has been partly managed by the Warden
and partly by the Honorary Secretary, and the dual control has,
since the recent great increase in the number of students, been
found to work unsatisfactorily. The change will be welcomsd as
likely to promote the best interests of the school, whilst at the
same time the interests of the present Warden, who has for so
many years been the official head of the College, are respected.
The Council have appointed as first occupant of the revived post
Professor Windle, who has held the office of Honorary Secretary to
to the College for some years, and to whose energy and devotion to
his work is due not only the perfect state of his own (the anato-
mical department), but several other important changes. The
Council are contemplating the foundation of a new lectureship on
hygiene and public healtih.
The forthcoming moesting of the Association in Birmingham has

had a most stimulating effect on the Branch, at the annual meet-
ing of which more than a hundred new members will be pro-
posed.
The British Nurses' Association proposes to hold their annual

meeting in Birmingham on Friday, August 1st. The place of
meeting was decided on last year, before the invitation to the
British Medical Association to meet here was given; and, as there
were many objections to meeting either before or after the Medical
Association, the above-mentioned date has been selected.

CORRESPONDENCE,
THE MODERN ASSISTANT.

SIR.-It seems to me that your original correspondent and Mr.
Brindley James are looking at the opposite side of the shield from
" Nova Scotia," with the result that neither side gives a fair state-
ment of the case. I think the position is briefly this: that the
" modern assistant" has a great deal to learn from his principal,
which he has not the opportunity of learning during his student
career, and that a good man of mature experience can impart a
great deal of practical knowledge to the young graduate or
licentiate, as the case may be; on the other hand, the "modern
assistant" can bring his principal into touch with the schools, and
the latest advances in medicine and surgery, interesting him in
many things that are matters of every-day teaching now-a-days,
which were not even thought of when the principal was a student.
I am acquainted with a general practitioner of forty years'
standing, who is thoroughly up to date in all professional know-
ledge, and he is not a great reader, in fact he has not the time for
reading. I asked him once how he managed to keep pace with
the rapid advances in medical science, and yet conduct such a busy
practice. His reply was, "I keep good assistants," and he pro-
ceeded to explain that by giving a good salary, and treating his
assistant as a younger professional brother, he was able to secure
some of the best men, with whom he always went upon the prin-
ciple that they had much to learn from each other. Any young
man who will not admit that he has much to learn from his prQ-
fessional senior of mature practical experience is quite unfitted to
undertake the duties of a profession in which the oldest of us is
learning something new every day. I think if the subject was
approached in this way and not as your correspondents do by, on
the one hand, contemptuously alluding to "hazy ideas," upon the
subject of skin diseases or the "lettuce" treatment of strumous
knee-joints, or the other sneering at the "highly crammed theori-
cian," or the unfortunate possessor of a university degree in
medicine against whom Mr. Brindley James seems to bear a parti-
cularly strong grudge, for this is not the first time I have read his
views upon the ignoranceand general shortcominga of M .D.'s. Might
I be permitted to point out to him that in many people's estimation
the M.B. and Master in Surgery of any university is quite the pro-


